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CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 1186 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, DM, FR 

SUBJ: FRENCH ATTITUDE TOWARDS DAHOMEY 

1. FRENCH AMB VAN GREVENYNGHE MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS TO ME 
ON GOF ATTITUDE TOWARDS DAHOMEY AFTER HIS RETURN FROM CHIEFS 
OF MISSION CONFERENCE HELD IN PARIS JULY 17-18. FRENCH AID WILL 
CONTINUE AT PRESENT LEVELS WITH NO EFFORTS REDUCE OR INCREASE. 
HOWEVER, MRGD IS 'SKATING ON THIN ICE" IF IT SHOULD GO FURTHER 
THAN PRESENT MILDLY ANTI-FRENCH ATTITUDES WITH OCCASIONAL IN- 
CIDENT LIKE RECENT EXPULSION OF FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER DIRECTOR. 
(SEE COTONOU 1003) 

2. VAN GREVENYNGHE SAID THERE IS A DEFINITE LIMIT TO GISCARD S 
LEVEL OF TOLERANCE OF ANTI-FRENCH GESTURES BY SMALL POOR 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES. HE NOT SURE HIMSELF WHERE BREAKING POINT 
LIES EXACTLY. BUT, BELIEVES ONE SERIOUS INCIDENT COULD PRECIP- 
ITATE ABRUPT ACTION BY GOF, WHICH LIKELY INCLUDE TERMINATION OF 
ALL OR MOST OF BADLY NEEDED FRENCH AID TO DAHOMEY. 

3. AMB TRYING TO COMMUNICATE SENSE OF DANGER TO DAHOMEANS 
WITHOUT GIVING IMPRESSION OF THREAT. HE AWARE ANY SUGGESTION 
OF THREAT BY FRANCE WOULD PLAY INTO HANDS OF EXTREMISTS WHO 
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COULD EXPLOIT DAHOMEAN SENSITIVITIES TO PRECIPITATE CHAIN 
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REACTION ENDING IN FORCING FRENCH HAND. 
MCNAMARA 
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